EDUCATION
that, of die entrance scholarships to Cambridge Colleges gained by boys from seven great public schools which give school entrance scholarships, for one gained for science six were gained for classics. This disproportion is far greater than the average for all schools, showing that it is not due to the scarcity of scientific ability as compared with classical, but is an artificial one due to the system in force at these schools.
Another matter which came before the Committee was the intense specialisation adopted by some schools in the preparation of boys for entrance scholarships given by Cambridge and Oxford Colleges. We were told of cases where such boys spent by far the greater part of their time, for two years before the examination, in doing the mathematical papers which had been set in previous years. I think, however, that this mainly occurs in small schools where it is rare to have a boy of anything like scholarship standard. When there is one, the master not unnaturally wishes to make the most of him, so as to raise the reputation of the school.
Another question the Committee considered was that of the age for leaving school. This was not then, as it is now, complicated by its connection with the relief of unemployment. The evidence which came before us showed that, though an extra year was unpopular with a large number of parents on the ground that they would lose the wages which their boys might have earned if they had left school, it was much more unpopular with the boys themselves, who for the most part wanted to be their " own masters5* as soon as possible, and thought it more manly to be an errand-boy than to be at school. There were, however, many boys, and some of them by no means the least intelligent, who were fed-up with school, took no interest in their work, and if they stayed longer at school would be
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